CHANGES   IN   CONDITIONS  OF  LIFE
cesses of tanning, dyeing, and manufacturing sugar, stearin, soap,
and soda, blast-furnaces heated with coal for the production of
cast iron, and new processes of steel-manufacture increased the
number of articles of everyday use to an extent hitherto unknown.
In like fashion, railways and steamships increased facilities for
transport and brought these articles within reach of the public.
All these processes were already known, but their use was con-
fined to a minority, consisting of the inhabitants of the large towns.
The railways built in 1848 did not go beyond a few sections, and
still appeared to be an invention without any future; they did not
become important till they had been organized into a system
divided among six great companies with concessions valid for a
whole century. Steam navigation did not become very active till
the use of the screw began. Among the many inventions which now
came into common use, there were some that modified the con-
ditions of everyday life. Phosphorus matches (or echemical5
matches, as they were called), which lit a fire or a light on the
spot, led to the disappearance of the tinder-box, which had taken
so long to produce a light. Illuminating gas rendered it possible
to light the streets in the towns and large buildings more ade-
quately. Stearin candles and oil-lamps took the place of tallow
candles and resin torches. Coal, used in stoves, provided the
inhabitants of the towns with a more efficient fuel than wood.
Quill pens, the cutting of which caused great loss of time, were
replaced by steel pens,
The wholesale manufacture of beet-sugar increased the popular
consumption of sugar, preserves, and sweetmeats and indirectly
of coffee. The distillation of alcohol from grain and potatoes
increased die consumption of brandy and spirituous liquors and
multiplied the number of drink-shops till they became a danger
to the health of the nation.
The progress in the manufacture of woollen fabrics and especially
of cotton stuffs increased the facilities for obtaining clothing by
stimulating production and lowering the price of stuffs to an
unprecedented extent, Feminine costume in no way gained in
beauty as a result; for that was the age of the extravagantly full
crinoline, of tight«lacing and the heavy chignon of false hair.
But the women of the people, especially in the towns, managed
to make their hats and dresses of lighter stuffe, with more variety,
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